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Novcmbn 18,2003 

RECEIVED The Honorable Michael K. Powell 
Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, S.W. 
Washington. D.C. 20554 

Dcar Chairman Powell: 

NOV 2 1 2003 

MAEe of the Secreiary - I  

/ 
~lGwnmuniFalionscommlwkn 

As Members of Congress who rcprescnt rural constituents, we am Writing 10 
request that you ensurc, as part of any approval of the News Corporation/DIRECTV 
acquisition, that the provision o f  local over-the-air TV station signals via satellite is 
available to all conswnm by a specified date in the near term. 

Millions of  consumers in rural America have no access to cable and rely on 
satellite tclcvision for thdr multi-channel video progamming Currcntly, Dish Network I_ 

and DlRECTV offcr local-into-local service via satellite to approximately 85 markets. 
News Corporation and DirecTV, as part of their transaction, have pledged to carry all 
local stations in all 210 TV markets by 2006 and no later than 2008. _I 

While we applaud News Corporation's new pledge to serve even more markets, 
we do not think our constituents should have to wait that long for services that have been 
available to parts ofthe counay since 1999. All consumers should have comparable 
access to the local news, weather and public interest programming that consumers in 
large cities already enjoy. 

Accordingly, we believe that a near term timeline on offezing local-into-local 
service to all 2 10 markets should be ensured as a pari of the mcrger's approval. We urge 
the Department of Justice and the Federal Communications Commission to smtinize this 
proposed merger to ensure that rural consumers in smaller television markets arc served 
with their local television stations via satellite BS soon as possible. 

We look forward to working wilh you on this very important issue. Thank you 
for your consideration of OUT views. 
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CONGRESSMN BOB GOODLA7TE 

6th District. Virginia 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Phone: (202) 225-543 I 

2240 Rayburn Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 I5 
Fax: (202) 225-968 I 

0 Courtney Coatter 0 Amanda Foster 0 Shelley Husband 

0 Suzanne Michel U Kathty Rexrode 0 Branden Ritchie 
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The inbrmatlon com'ned in ihii faairnile k intended only for UK use of the indiMual or enthy to whom it is addressed. l f pu  arc 
nar the imended recipient, or t+e penon resporaible for delivering thi hcsirnle io the 'herded redpien you an hereby notilied that 
any me. dzrernirdon. dinribdon, or copying dthn cornrnunicao'on is sbidy prnhibited. If you have received this kcsimile in e m ,  
please notify thii o b  at (102) 215-543 I. Thank you. 
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